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Kitchen Fireplace Uncovered

Sure enough, as John Scherer suspected, there was
still a fireplace behind the kitchen wall. A nice one too!

The good news is that it appears to be solid, and
quite restorable, (although nothing is known yet of the
condition of the chimney and flue, and the hearth is
gone).

The photo below shows Ernie Haffner, and Mary
Jane Whitcomb looking at the iron mounting point that
still remains, for a missing pot hanging arm.

Thank you very much to all the Town Board Members,
Town Officers and Town Employees that have put so

much effort towards this project!

This drawing supplied by John G. Waite Associates
provides an idea of what the original fireplace may have
looked like, note the warming oven on the left, and the
pot hanger on the right. The fire box contains an inter-
esting example of a vertical brick arrangement.
Another fundraising goal, see it Farm Fest weekend!

Phase IV of the Restoration to Begin

At the July 21st Clifton Park Town Board meeting,
Resolution No. 182 of 2003, a resolution authorizing the
Supervisor to enter into a contract with Bast Hatfield for
Phase IV of the Historic Grooms Tavern renovations,
was adopted by the Board.

John G. Waite Associates recommended that Bast
Hatfield be approved as the lowest responsible bidder for
Phase IV of the Historic Grooms Tavern Renovation
Project at a cost of $91,321.00.

The exterior restoration and structural stabilization
stage of the project was estimated by Bast Hatfield at a
cost of  $91,321.00.

$80,000 of the cost will come from amounts des-
ignated from Resolution No. 19 of 2003, $5660.50 from
Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern, and $5660.50
matching funds from Resolution No. 93 of 2003, in
which the Town Board voted to match $20,000 of any
funds raised by the Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern.

We need the dollars more than ever now, and we’re
on a good roll with the underwriters of the upcoming
“Evening at the Tavern” Gala, (see page 2) ... but we are
far from our goal of $250,000, so please pass along the
Capital Campaign form on page 3 to any one you think
may be able to help.

Come See the Progress at Farm Fest!

Once again the Tavern will be the informational
center for Clifton Park's Farm Fest 2003, on Saturday
and Sunday.

Farm Fest begins Friday Night, September 19th
with a Square Dance at the Rexford Firehouse, 8-11pm,
($5 Admission). Then Saturday & Sunday, September
20th & 21st for Farm Tours and special events, 10 am to
5 pm, free admission.

Saturday, Farmer's Breakfast - 7 to 10 am,
Shenendehowa Senior Center ($); American Farmer's
Dinner - 4 to 7 pm, Amity Reformed Church ($).

Sunday, Hungry Farmer's Breakfast - 8 to noon,
Vischer Ferry Fire Station #1 ($).

Farm Tours - Exhibits, Apple Picking, Musical
Performances, Demonstrations, Hay Rides, Country
Food and much more.
And don’t forget the Grooms Tavern Fundraising Gala
Saturday night! Thank You very much for your Membership Renewals

We appreciate your continued support!



The Historic Grooms Tavern, site of the first Town Board meeting in 1828, was the cen-
ter of social and cultural gatherings in Clifton Park for more than a century. All proceeds
for the Gala are earmarked for the restoration of this historic site.

The Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern, incorporated in 2000, have taken the lead in
these restoration efforts, and is currently engaged in a comprehensive capital campaign
to raise funds towards the completion of the restoration project. The Gala proceeds will
be presented to the Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern during the evening's festivities.

Tickets Prices Are:
$175 per Couple

$100 per Individual
All Proceeds will Benefit 

the Grooms Tavern
Restoration Project

For Reservations Mail checks to:
Friends of Grooms Tavern

P.O. Box 1166
Clifton Park NY 12065
Your Reservation will

be Verified at the Door

Catering Provided by
Panzas Restaurant

at the
Thomson Delmar Learning Building

5 Maxwell Drive, Clifton Park

Saturday, September 20, 2003
6:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Help Celebrate the

DGC Development Co.

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Buffet FoodBuffet Food
Stations,Stations,

BeveragesBeverages
MusicMusic
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The Grooms Tavern, July 1972
Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Whitcomb

Compare to photo on page 2, taken circa 1910



Historic Grooms Tavern Capital Campaign Pledge Form

Please fill out this form and mail it to the address below, and you will be contacted by one of our mem-

bers with details ... Thank You for Your Support!

Name  __________________________________________________________________

Company  ______________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________ E-Mail  _______________________________

Giving Categories

Room Naming Opportunities (Total of 9) in Recognition of  Gifts of $10,000 or more

· Presidents Club Membership for Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999

· 1825 Club Membership for Gifts of $1,825 - $4,999

· 19th Century Club Membership for Gifts of $1,000 - $1,824

· Corporate Sponsor Recognition for Gifts of $500 - $999

· Patron Recognition for Gifts of $100 - $499

NOTE:  Gifts of $1,000 or more may be paid in annual installments of up to four (4) years.
First year payments are to be made in 2003, with  annual reminders provided in years to follow.

Any questions please contact: Dan Cole, at 518-399-4338 email: dan@PhoenixDigitalServices.com
Marvin LeRoy, 518-383-3168 (home), 438-2217 (work)

____    I pledge  $_______________  payable in  ______  annual installments

Signature  _____________________________________  Date  ___________________

Please return this form to:

Dear Friend, we have a long way to go in reaching our goal of restoring the Tavern site. There are many ways
that you can help. While the current economic difficulties may render many of us unable to contribute dollars,
you may know a friend or local businessperson who can help us out with this worthwhile project...
So, please consider passing this form on to someone you know, who may wish to become a new Friend of
Historic Grooms Tavern. Thank You!


