
GROOMS  TAVERN  GAZETTE 
Spring/Summer 2014 

Friends  of  Historic  Grooms  Tavern 
P.O. Box 1166 Clifton Park, NY 12065 

www.grooms-tavern.com  

 

Friends of Historic 
Grooms Tavern 
 
Board of 
Directors 
 

Isabel  
Prescott 
President 
 

Larry  
Syzdek  
Vice-
President 
 

Brian McGlinchey 
Treasurer 
 

Charlotte Mack 
Secretary 
 

Pauline Boehm 
Kathleen Fleming 
Ernie Haffner 
Pat Haffner 
Lori Liebert  
Alex Verrigni 

 

What’s Inside 
 

Bit of History 
The Grange 

Hall 
 

New Additions 
to the Tavern 

 
The Garden 

 
Membership  
Information 

 
Calendar of 

Events 
 

Volunteers 
Needed 

It’s time to Renew Your Friendship with The Tavern 
Mail you  tax deductible Donation for 2014 to FOHGT PO 1166 Clifton Park NY 12065 

A BIT OF HISTORY 
By John L. Scherer 

The Mohawk Valley Grange 

 T he Grange was founded in 1867 as the Patrons of Husbandry.  It was a secret fraternal 
order, with hopes of aiding farmers through various cooperative activities, including 

agricultural education, cooperative buying and selling, and political activity.  Within six years, fif-
teen thousand local granges were found throughout the country with a total membership of a mil-
lion and a half. 
 

At the time the Grange was formed, Clifton Park, like most of New York State, was primarily an 
agricultural community, and farm families belonged to various Granges within the Clifton Park ar-
ea.  In 1924 a local chapter of the Grange was chartered in Clifton Park as the Mohawk Valley 
Grange.  It blossomed during the Depression when self-reliance and hard work made up for a lack 
of money, and it became one of the most influential 
forces in the community. 
 

The Grange’s meeting hall on Sugar Hill Road at 
Grooms Corners has served that organization since 
its formation in 1924.  It was originally a barn for the 
neighboring farm owned by the Mosher family.  After 
its conversion to a meeting place, the building was 
referred to as Mosher Hall.  The hall was leased from 
the Mosher family until 1931 when the Grange pur-
chased it.  Charles Jump of Jonesville built an addi-
tion in 1934, which included a dining room, kitchen 
and stage.  Later members covered the windows too 
often the victims of softball games, paneled the interi-
or and added storage closets. 
 

Around the nation the Grange became the principal social gathering of the farm community.  It 
organized lectures and concerts, held young people’s debates and spelling-bees, promoted sing-
ing-schools, and arranged evenings of general entertainment.  Locally, Mosher Hall became a 
center of community activities that included round and square dances, and community Halloween 
parties.  It also served as a meeting place for the Boy Scouts, Home Bureaus, Zoning and Plan-
ning Boards.    The Grange itself sponsored annual flower shows, antique fairs, plays and pag-
eants, and other activities of community interest. 
 

Fundraisers were often social events themselves.  Suppers were sponsored from the start, begin-
ning with the annual oyster suppers and later the chicken barbecues.  The oyster suppers began 
in 1927, and were held annually until 1984, when they became too much work for the few remain-
ing members.  The suppers were held the first week of November, and over time the ticket price 
ranged from $2.50 up to $7.50. 
 

The supper was by reservation only and it drew people from all over the region.  The oyster stew 
was made in three copper boilers, with milk donated by area farmers, stirred with homemade 
wooden paddles.  There were also scalloped oysters, creamed potatoes, and baked beans.  
Church salad was made with yellow cabbage and was best when it was a couple weeks old.  Cel-
ery and cranberries were served, and deserts consisted of homemade apple and lemon meringue 



pies along with coffee and tea.  In 
1984, the last year the suppers were 
held, the grangers served 234 (plus 
the help) by using 18 gallons of oys-
ters, 38 gallons of milk, 1 1/4 bushels 
of potatoes, 8 large heads of cab-
bage, 22 dozen rolls, and 45 pies. 

 

The oyster suppers generated popular stories over 
the years.  Supposedly, there was a man who went through 
five bowls of stew, but was really picking out the oysters into 
a quart canning jar hidden under the table.  A schoolteacher 
picked oysters out of the scalloped oysters into a bag in her 
purse.  Another story tells about a woman who found a pearl 
in an oyster, after breaking off her tooth. 

 

One of the favorite activities at the Grange made use of a 
roulette wheel in the corner of the main hall.  The local judge 
who operated the roulette wheel had confiscated it during a 
raid on illegal gamblers.  Local merchants donated items like 
a pail of groceries to be used as prizes.  Bingo was also 
played in the main hall, while junior grangers had a penny 
toss (onto a floating dish) in another corner of the dining hall. 

 

Sometime around 1930, Bertha Tourtellot, whose husband 
Henry was the Master at the time organized the making of a 
“Friendship Quilt” to earn money for the Grange.  Anyone 
could contribute a quilt block with their name embroidered 
on it, thus preserving the names of the Granges original 
members.  Mildred Sweet, who now lives in Poland, New 
York with her daughter was given the quilt in recognition of 
her status as the only living charter member of this Grange 
chapter. 

 

The Grange even had an orchestra conducted by Louise 
Easton.  Similar local groups around the country played for 
just about every form of public gathering and amusement.  
They marched in parades; performed at picnics, sociables, 
and free outdoor concerts; provided the music for many local 
dances; and played at carnivals, minstrel shows, athletic 
contests, and holiday gatherings.  Even when alternative 
forms of music and entertainment, such as the phonograph 
and radio, meant the decline for many local bands, the local 
Grange Orchestra with 25 to 30 members at its peak, contin-
ued to play at places like the Saratoga County Fair. 
 

Exhibits at the County Fairs have long been an activity of the 
Grange in upstate New York.  Local Granges competed with 
other Granges within the county for ribbons, and those who 
won first places went on to compete at the State Fair.  Dur-
ing the 1940s, the Mohawk Valley Grange constructed an 
exhibit on the local business of molding sand and won rib-
bons at both the county and state levels.  The Grange con-
tinues to exhibit at the Saratoga County Fair. 

 

Since the 1960s when the Northway caused Clifton Park’s 
housing boom to begin in earnest, a spreading suburbia has 
continued to eliminate the farming community that once ex-
isted.  The Grange’s membership also reflects the change in 
the character of Clifton Park.  Harold Kitell, a member of the 
Mohawk Valley Grange since 1943, and currently its Master, 
indicated that at its height they had over one hundred mem-
bers.  Today there are nineteen members, all senior citizens, 
and of whom about ten are active.  Meetings are held the 
first Saturday of the month.  Last year the Mohawk Valley 
Grange celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary, but with a 
declining membership, its future is uncertain. 

SOMETHING NEW AT THE GROOMS TAVERN 
 

A n early nineteenth century grandfa-
ther clock now graces the Van 

Vranken Room or parlor at the Historic 
Grooms Tavern.  The clock was made 
by Riley Whiting of Winchester, Con-
necticut in about 1810 for Cyrus Clark 
(1795-1880), an early settler from 
Hardwick, Massachusetts who settled 
in Clifton Park in about 1820.  The 
Clark farmhouse still stands on the 
west side of Vischer Ferry Road in Clif-
ton Park Center, set back from the 
road on less than three acres, sur-
rounded by the Summer Hill subdivi-
sion.  It is located north of the Asa 
Clark House, built by Cyrus’s son in 
about 1845, and now marked by a his-
toric marker. 
 

The clock retains its original wooden 
works and needs to have its weights 
pulled up by winding it at least once a 

day.  The clock descended in the Clark family to Alice Clark 
Saunders, daughter of John Clark (1911-c. 2006) and was 
donated to the Town of Clifton Park by her husband,  Austin 
Saunders, after Alice’s death last year.  The clock joins other 
furnishings from the Clark homestead including a Victorian 
sofa, upholstered rocking chair and hassock. 
 

Also added to the furnishings of the Van Vranken Room is a 
small spinning wheel or flax wheel used during the “Age of 
Homespun” prior to 1860 to spin thread from flax.  The flax 
wheel, probably made in about 1800, was discovered years 
ago in the attic of the Vischer homestead in Vischer Ferry as 
what appeared to be a miscellaneous box of parts.  To put it 
bluntly-it was a basket case.  Donated by Niko and Mia Pe-
tersen of Vischer Ferry, the flax wheel was put back together 
and expertly restored by Friends Board member Ernie 
Haffner.  “All the parts were there, just needed to figure out 
how it went together.”  Now the tavern displays both a flax 
wheel and the larger wool or walking wheel, necessary items 
in an eighteenth and early nineteenth century home. 
 

An ax made at the Blood Ax Factory in Ballston Spa can be 
seen in the store area of the tavern.  This was donated by 
Susan Shopmyer Jenkins, daughter of Edgar and Mary 
Shopmyer.  Isiah Blood (1810-1870) opened his ax factory in 
Ballston Spa in 1851 and operated it until his death in 1870.  
He also made scythes.  His tools were of the best quality 
and were sold throughout the western hemisphere.  Blood 
served in the New York State Assembly and Senate.  He 
was also supervisor for the Town of Milton.  His portrait and 
home are illustrated in Nathaniel Sylvester’s History of Sara-
toga County published in 1878.  The hamlet of Bloodville 
near Ballston Spa bears his name. 
 

If you have not visited the store area in the tavern for a while, 
you will be surprised at how well stocked it has become.  
Candy bar carton from the 1850s, spice tins and soda bottles 
from the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s, and other similar general 
store items have been donated by Lee Oliver of Averill Park, 
New York.  Lee and his wife Jan are members of the Mohawk 
Antique Auto Club, and when the club visited the tavern and 
exhibited their cars last year at Farm Fest, Lee noticed how 
sparse the store shelves looked, and has donated much of his 
country store collection to better furnish the store. 



      Don’t Forget to Volunteer! 

      We need your help with: 

 

1.  Setup/breakdown for our programs. 

2.  Become a member of our Board. 

3. Write a story about local life in the “Old” days 

to be published in our newsletter. 

4.  Be a host or hostess at one of our events. 

5.  Help provide refreshments for a program. 

6.  Decorate for Old-Fashioned Christmas. 

7.  Volunteers to weed the garden. 

8. Donate or hold a fundraiser for our             

renovations.  

2014 Calendar 
of 

Events 

September 20-21st 
Saturday and Sunday 
10 AM - 5 PM 

Farm Fest:  
 
Open House   
Includes “The Antique 
Chair Exhibit” 
 

October 20th 
Sunday 
1 PM - 5 PM 

Annual Meeting and 
Program 
 
1-5PM Presentation by 
John Scherer “Antique 
Chairs” 

December  8th 
Sunday 
1 PM - 5 PM 

Old Fashioned 
Christmas Open 
House 
 
Music by Sweat Briar 
Players with Decorations 
by the “Country Garden 
Club” 
 

 
FOHGT Monthly Board Meetings 

 

Fourth Monday of each month held at the 
Grooms Tavern from 7 PM - 9 PM. 
Meetings are open to the public. 

 

T he Friends of Grooms Tavern 
decided a number of years ago 

that a perennial garden would en-
hance the Town’s restored Grooms 
Tavern building.  Initially, the Friends 
hired a professional to put plants 
along the walkway with a few other 

shrubs for accent.  As these plants grew and developed , 
many of which are typical of what would have grown 
there in the olden days, we decided to expand the garden 
by dividing existing plants and introducing some new 
plants that would add color and further enhance the gar-
den – most of which were donated.  At the end of last 
year we added mulch which has helped tremendously 
with keeping the weeds down. 
 
Many people have helped with this process; I would es-
pecially like to thank Jackie Di Virgilio who is a  Master 
Gardener with the Country Garden Club of Clifton Park.  
Jackie has offered invaluable advice and has been a tre-
mendous help in planting, weeding, dividing and moving 
plants.  Last summer, Richard Harlow and Rit Delorey 
volunteered to help with the garden – bet there were 
times when they wished they had not.  While we were 
dividing and moving plants we found several large slabs 
of concrete – Richard and Rit were able to get them out 
and put them aside for the Town’s Building and Grounds 
people to pick up and take away.  Their patience and 
muscle was so very much appreciated.    
 
In addition, I would also like to thank the Country Garden 
Club who have added plants and container plantings to 
help beautify the building and garden.  The Country Gar-

den Club also developed the corner berm at the Grooms 
Rd entrance.  Nice job ladies – it really looks nice.  And 
finally, a big thank you to the Town’s Building and 
Grounds Department for all their cooperation, contribu-
tions, and general help. 
The Grooms Tavern Perennial Garden has developed 

into a garden of beauty that can be enjoyed by all. 
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