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"The Three Holer" 
 

T he building that was once Ed Klingbeil's General Store still sits on the corner of 
Sugar Hill and Grooms Road in Rexford, NY.  It's cream-colored boards and 

sweeping front porch welcomed customers from the neighborhood to just chat about 
the latest news over the counter or behind the pot bellied stove.  Others might need 
a pouch of Bull Durham, work clothes, animal feed, sharp cheddar, a five cent ice 
cream cone, or Nehi Grape in glass bottles.  My favorite was the penny candy be-
hind the glass case.  This always strained Ed's patience when separately we four 
kids so carefully pondered just which flavors to get with our pennies. 

O ne trip to Ed's store for twenty-five cents a gallon gasoline is more memora-
ble than most.  Ma and my siblings were in the store while I reluctantly had 

to make use of the outhouse;  its cleanliness was second to my despera-
tion.  Built into the Grooms Road side of the store, it offered a choice of three-
sized seats, always a puzzle to me then.  From where I sat in the dimness, I 
spotted a darkish object on the floor and realized it was a dead animal.  I tucked 
in my flannel shirt and cautiously picked up the body.  "Poor thing…no more 
chasing butterflies…no more answering mew to mama…and…what an odd 
tail… 

I  petted its fur and heard a tractor outside 
so peeked through the crack in the door.  I 

saw my Uncle Steve Shinskie at the gas 
pump and took this opportunity to exit and 
inquire as to what kind of animal this might 
be.  He said with a chuckle, "That's a rat!"  I 
immediately placed the rodent back in its place, then wiped my hands on 
my overall legs. 
 

I t was a few years before I got up nerve to let my new husband in on this 
tale.  He didn't like it very much, but when I told him that along with pet-

ting the fur, I had given the rat a sad kiss, he had a stronger reaction.  But 
that was water over the dam. 
 

M ary Ann Barker and her family lived on Grooms Road, not far from 
Klingbeil's Store.  After she was married, she and her husband Heinz 

Schmeelke lived upstairs in the apartment over the wagon shed next to 
the store. 

THEN 

House Tour A Success 
The weather on the morning of the House Tour turned out to be sunny and warm and all of the homes and 
churches were beautifully groomed and ready for guests.  Those who attended were awed by the history, sto-
ries, and architecture that went with each stop.  With the help of The Town of Clifton Park, The Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, The Friends of Grooms Tavern, homeowners, the organizing committee, hostesses 
and hosts, the House Tour was a huge success. 

Remembering our Past 



"Hearing the News at the Mohawk Valley 

Grange , No. 1492" 

I f you’ve driven through the hamlet of Grooms Cor-
ners and noted a rather nondescript building just 

south of the Tavern on Sugar Hill Road, you may 
have wondered just what it is all about.  Inside this 
wooden structure lie many a memory for me, of my 
family participating in Grange activities during the 
1940’s, ‘50’s, and ‘60’s.  This was the place where we 
met our fellow farmers, where we participated in pro-
grams and covered-dish suppers, as well as learning 
about the news of the day. 

M y grandmother, Katherine Barrett, was an avid 
diary keeper, and in 1945 she wrote about the 

war.  Perhaps it didn’t affect her too much in Rexford, 
New York, but I can tell that she was aware of the 
news from talk in the community, especially at 
Grange, and on the radio airwaves.  In January 1945, 
she wrote that Howard’s cousin, “Hilton is missing in 
action since December 20.”  By February on Lincoln’s 
Birthday she reported that “Everyone seems satisfied 
about the Big Three meeting over the war.”  By April, 
Roosevelt had died and Truman was carrying on 
“since 7:08 this evening”.  And in May she wrote “A 
hurrah for VE Day, Victory in Europe”.  Interspersed 
with this news, in August, Grandma mentioned that it 
was “still raining.  Didn’t have all the clothes hung out 
yet.  We went to Mohawk Valley Grange.  The men 

were telling of a terrific bomb discovered in the mak-
ing.”  One day later, the news they had heard at 
Grange made the airwaves.  A bomb had been 
dropped and Japan had accepted defeat at Pots-
dam.  Howard and Frank had gone to the ration board 
in Mechanicville, while the rest of the family listened 
all day to the radio to make sure that Japan had really 
surrendered.  That evening, Howard and Helen went 
to Schenectady to see the celebration. 

I t was less than 70 years ago that we heard our 
news at the rural community center called the 

Grange.  Today, with our on-the-spot reporters in 
Syria and Iraq, it’s difficult to remember that back 
then, Rexford was still a rural farming community with 
houses dotting the countryside and neighbors few and 
far between.   In 1945, we could never have imagined 
what wonderful technology we would be blessed with 
in 2012.  However, these were the people of our com-
munity of old who established the values on which our 
present-day society has been built.  It is thanks to 
them that we live in a free country where we are en-
dowed with an abundance of food and material goods 
as well as the freedom to express ourselves.  I cher-
ish all the memories I have of days gone by in the Mo-
hawk Valley Grange No. 1492.  And I am grateful that 
The Town of Clifton Park has seen fit to preserve this 
very special and figurative building of our past. 
-  Isabel Barrett-Prescott 

A Visit with Susan Fort and William Van Vranken 

A s with many families in 19th century Clifton Park, the Fort/Van Vranken marriage 
brought together two such local families with a long and interesting history, particu-

larly along the Mohawk River waterfront. Events such as the creation of Fort’s Ferry, pro-
viding a dipper of water to General George Washington before he crossed the river at the 
Ferry, a capture by the French and Indians following the Schenectady Massacre, the im-

pact of the Erie Canal—these and many other experiences were shared by these two early-settled families. 
 You are invited to join Susan and William in their living room conversation presumed to occur on October 12, 
1912. Connections to many other town families will be discussed, and several new items of information not 
previously known about the Forts and Van Vrankens will be shared. 

O n October 12, 2012 join us at 7PM to meet Susan Fort will be presented by board member Lori Liebert 
(Van Vranken) while her husband Bob will present his great-grandfather, William Holloway Van Vranken. 

The audience will be listening in on their conversation, then having the opportunity to ask questions about the 
Van Vrankens’ life in the 19th and early 20th century. 

Ice Cutters on the Mohawk near Vischers Ferry –1914.  How life has change in less than 100 years 



 

2012 Calendar 
of 

Events 

October  
12th 

FOHGT 
Annual Meeting 

7PM @ The Tavern 
Special LIVE Presentation On the 

Van Vranken/Fort Family 

 
 
December 

9th 

FOHGT  
Annual Christmas Open House 

1PM-5PM 
Decorations by  

The Country Garden Club 
Music by Sweet Briar  

Monthly 
Board Meet-
ings—All are  
Welcome  

July 23rd, August 27th, Sept 24th 
Annual Meeting Friday October 12th 

  

  

Fourth Monday of Each Month 
All Meetings Held At 

The Grooms Road Tavern 

I n January of 2011 the Board established its first 
working annual budget which was published in the 

Spring 2011 newsletter.   It was agreed at that time 
that all balances in our operating account in excess of 
$5000 on Dec 31, 2011 be transferred to the Capital 
Account and used toward our long term improvement 
projects at Groom Tavern.  To that regard we trans-
ferred $1,862.72 to the Capital Account.  Significant 
savings were achieved by donated services from both 
Board Members and Friends.  The 2012 Budget will 
remain the same as 2011. Below is a summary of our 
finances for 2011 to budget 

Don’t Forget to Volunteer! 
We need your help with: 

1. Setup/breakdown for our programs. 

2. Become a member of our Board . 

3. Write a story about local life in the old 

days to be published in our newsletter. 
4. Be a host or hostess at one of our events. 

5. Help provide refreshments for a program. 

6. Decorate for the Old-Fashioned Christmas. 

7. Volunteer to weed the garden. 

8. Donate or hold a fundraiser for renovation.  

Treasurer’s Report 

2011 and 2012  
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