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Farm Fest Weekend 2003

Farm Fest weekend was another spectacular success
this year. The Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern hosted a
full house again this year on both Saturday and Sunday.
There was a steady stream of visitors all weekend, along with
drive-bys of antique cars on both days, with the antiques
parking down at the Grange Hall, where visitors could take a
closer look.

The Sugar Hill Road corner saw some heavy traffic
both days, between the old cars and the new, and two of the
featured farms on Sugar Hill, Bowman Orchards and Double
B Farms.

The weather was lovely and warm, and Ernie Haffner’s
“What is It?” contest was a big hit as usual. Historian John
Scherer signed his new Bits of Clifton Park History book
both days, and Pat Haffner and other Friends members
answered questions for visitors. The US Postal service host-
ed a special one day commemorative cancellation in honor of
the Town’s 175th Anniversary, and the Town Grooms Tavern
committee sold candy bars.

Thank You to all of the volunteers
that helped out on Farm Fest weekend!!

Thank You to our Gala Sponsors
Bast Hatfield, BBL Construction, Veronica Lynch,

Charter One Bank, Creatacor Inc,
The Michaels Group, DeCresente Distributing,

DCG Development, Robert and Sylvia Phillips...

Thank You Thomas and Constance D’Ambra
for your generous contribution!

Thanks Very Much to all of you who attended
our “Evening at the Tavern” and who have

contributed to our Capital Campaign!!

And Thank You Dale Kelley
and the Gala Committee for all your efforts!!

Thank You All for the Successful Gala!

The Grooms Tavern restoration project was the benefi-
ciary of  a successful fundraiser, “An Evening at the Tavern”,
Saturday evening September 20th. The event, conceived by
Dale Kelley, in conjunction with Clifton Park’s 175th
Anniversary, was a classy affair with plenty of food, drink,
and entertainment.

The evening featured
catering by Panza’s, beverages
courtesy of DeCresente
Distributing, wine donated by
Robert and Sylvia Phillips,
music by Matt Cremisio and
Lee Russo, display panel graph-
ics by CliftonParkDigital.com
and Creatacor Inc., decorations
by Clifton Park Rental and
Marshall’s Dept. Store.

Over 3,000 invitations
were sent out locally, and the
local papers carried press
releases, along with Gala Committee members making phone
calls... in the end, there were over 80 attendees.

The evening was highlighted by Marty Torrey of
Congressman Sweeney’s office introducing Jim Pepper of
the National Park Service, who gave the Friends some point-
ers on how to proceed with projects like Grooms Tavern.

The evening was an overall success, netting over
$20,000, to be turned over to the Town, to go into the restora-
tion fund from the Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern
Capital Campaign.

Thank You All Very Much for your generosity
and interest in this project, and Thank You for making
the Gala a success!!

The Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern Board of Directors meet
the first Wednesday of each month, at the Rexford Fire House,

The ever popular
“What is It?”
contest, and
John Scherer
signing his new
book.

Gala
Photos
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Annual Membership Meeting

The annual Membership Meeting of the Friends of
Historic Grooms Tavern will be held Wednesday November
5th, 2003, at the Rexford Fire House, 7 pm.

Members will be given an update on the progress of the
project, along with an opportunity to view photos and displays.

The annual meeting is an opportunity for members to ask
questions, and offer suggestions regarding the project, and the
Board is always looking for volunteers, so we hope to see you
there!

Friends Board Proposes By-Laws Change

At the October 1st meeting of the Board of the Friends,
a suggestion was made to change a paragraph in the current
By-laws, which, in effect, limits the office of the President to
a one year term. Due to our current deficiency of volunteers
for the position, the following change to the By-Laws was
proposed. In accordance with the By-Laws, any proposed
change must be published to the general membership at least
two weeks before being voted on by the Board, Nov. 5th...

With that in mind the change would be as follows:

Under Article 4. GOVERNANCE, where Paragraph B cur-
rently reads:

B) Officers - There shall be a President, a Vice-president
who is also the President-elect, the immediate Past President,
Secretary, Treasurer and an Executive Secretary. The
President shall serve for a term of one year, and directly then
for a term of one year as Past President, following which
she/he shall not be eligible for elective office for a period of
one year. The Vice-president shall serve for a term of one
year and then shall succeed to the office of President. Both
the Secretary and the Treasurer shall serve for terms of two
years, but with their terms staggered in alternate years to
avoid replacing both at the same year. Vacancy of the office
of Vice-president, Secretary, or Treasurer shall be filled for
the remainder of the term by appointment by the President
and concurrence of the Board. The Executive Secretary shall
be an appointed office and serve at the pleasure of the Board.

It is proposed that the Paragraph B be changed to read:

B) Officers - There shall be a President, a Vice-president,
Secretary, Treasurer and an Executive Secretary. All officers
shall serve for terms of two years. Vacancy of the office of
Vice-president, Secretary, or Treasurer shall be filled for the
remainder of the term by appointment by the President and
concurrence of the Board. The Executive Secretary shall be
an appointed office and serve at the pleasure of the Board.

Friends Present $20,000 Check to Town Board

On Monday evening October 6th, the Friends of
Historic Grooms Tavern presented a check for $20,000 to
Supervisor Philip Barrett and the Town Board.

The $20,000 was the combination of the proceeds from
the “Evening at the Tavern” Gala, and our current Capital
Campaign, including a $10,000 contribution from Thomas
and Constance D’Ambra... Thank You So Much!!

The $20,000 will be combined with matching funds by
the Town of Clifton Park, (designated in a resolution earlier
in 2003), and will help finish the current exterior work, plus
some more interior or mechanical work designated as a pri-
ority by the architect, Town officers and town Historian.

The D’Ambras’ will be honored with a room named for
them in appreciation for their generous contribution.

Progress Update

New paint on the Tavern! Bast Hatfield Construction
Inc. has done a terrific job rebuilding the wagon shed, over
a new foundation... new window sills, a new valley roof for
a drainage trouble spot, and many other details. The build-
ing is looking better than it has in 20 years!

Stop By and See The Work!



“An Evening at the Tavern” Gala 2003

Thank You All
For Your Generosity and Support...

Let’s do It Again!!
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A New Coat of Paint! 10/15/03


