
"The idea is to interpret the building as it was used,"
he said. "So much original material is here." The first floor
also features a kitchen and a formal parlor with a federal-
style archway and a Greek revival mantle. 

"We'd like to
use the kitchen as an
education room to do
things like fourth-grade
history demonstrations
on colonial cooking
and living," said
Scherer, who will use
one of the rooms
downstairs as an office. 

The public
room on the second
floor was where the
Town Board and court
met until the 1860s. It
was used for dancing
and billiards in the 20th
century. Once renovat-
ed, the room will serve as "an excellent space to use as a
gallery for local arts and crafts," Scherer said. The tavern
was first owned by James Groom, who handed it down to his
son, Samuel Groom. It ceased being a blacksmith shop, tav-
ern and hotel in the 1880s. Samuel's son, Jim, took over in
1922. It served as a general store until 1971 and an arts sup-
ply store until 1989. It was also a post office and gas station. 

The town acquired the tavern in 1999 for $150,000
with an additional $50,000 spent for cleanup and initial
restoration. It has since appropriated another $116,000 for
additional work. 

The town wants to have the tavern presentable by
April, the community's 175th anniversary. Scherer said it will
not be painted until May, but the Town Board seemed to sup-
port his efforts. 

"There's just a world of difference between now and
two years ago," Supervisor Philip Barrett said. "I'm sure we'll
be supporting it in the future."

Dennis Yusko, Times Union

Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern
P.O. Box 1166 Clifton Park, NY 12065
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The Work Continues ...

Originally published Thursday, Nov. 7, 2002 Times Union
Grooms Tavern renovation moving ahead
By DENNIS YUSKO

Grooms Tavern, the town's original town hall, will be
renovated to serve as a museum, educational center and art
gallery, according to plans laid out by the town historian. 

John Scherer gave the Town Board a 10-minute
slide show Monday night on the progress made at Grooms
Tavern, the 174-year-old structure at the corner of Sugar Hill
and Grooms roads that volunteers have been restoring for
almost two years. 

The two-story tavern was the site of the first Town
Board meeting on April 1, 1828. Scherer said he wants to
restore it to display historic artifacts and for office space.
"The building is looking really great. Your money has been
well spent," he said. 

So far, support beams for the roof have been
replaced, the foundation improved and the porch restored.
The next phase of work will cost $13,000 to prepare the
building for painting and repair of its siding, Scherer said.

He envisions the tavern's downstairs as an exhibit
space for local history. The tavern, which served as a black-
smith shop, wagon shop, hotel and general store through the
years, still contains its original counters, shelves and win-
dows. Its old pot belly stove will be returned, Scherer said. 

$80,000 State Grant to Town of Clifton Park for restoration
effort at Grooms Tavern announced! See Page 2...Getting ready for Farm Fest 2002

Next meeting of the Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern: Wednesday December 4th, 7 pm, Rexford Firehouse
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Grooms Tavern Gets State Grant ...

Renovation efforts at Grooms Tavern received an
$80,000 helping hand from the state last week, thanks to an
Environmental protection Fund grant. It was part of $18 mil-
lion in grants announced by Gov. George Pataki Monday,
November 18th. 

The grant, originating 3 years ago, was resubmitted
by the Town of Clifton for the past two years. Many thanks go
to John Scherer, Mike O'Brien and Jason Kemper for their
contributions.  Also, thank you  to Phillip Barrett, and espe-
cially Sanford Roth for their persuasion and attention efforts
given to the grant, and the restoration project, and thanks to
Senator Joseph Bruno for finding the funds.

Earlier this month, Historian John Scherer asked the
town for $13,000 to prepare the exterior of the building for
painting. Its foundation has been stabilized, the porch has
been restored, the roofs replaced, and the interior and lawn
cleaned up by volunteers. Painting of the exterior should be
taking place in the spring of 2003. The original colors were
determined by a recent paint survey of the existing original
surfaces, and the result was a beige paint for the siding, and
two shades of green for the windows and trim. The porch has
already been repainted in the original colors.

New Officers Elected for 2003

New officers of the Friends Board were elected
at the October 2002 meeting:

President:
Dan Cole dan@phoenixdigitalservices.com
Vice President:
Jan Lemon JanLemon@ICSWorldWide.com
Secretary:
Isabel Prescott Isabel@rivervieworchards.com
Treasurer:
Dan Moran ddaydan@hotmail.com

The officers may also be reached by mailing to:
Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern

P.O. Box 1166 Clifton Park, NY 12065
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Recent Noteworthy Accomplishments
Phase II Work Complete:

Removed of appendage on Grooms Rd side and 
installed new wall, windows, siding and paint
Restoration of the stone foundation at north wall
Installed new wood shingled roofs
Restored and replaced porch columns and
repainted porch
Rebuilt porch sills and replaced rotting porch floor

... on the wall of the Blacksmith Shop ...

501 C3 Qualification Status
Bob VanVranken has informed us that the 501 C3

application has been filed with the IRS, and it should be
approved by the end of the year 2002. Bob has graciously
agreed to absorb all the registration fees for the 501 C3 filing,
as well as his time required to prepare and file the applica-
tion. The Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern extend their
many thanks to Bob VanVranken.

Original columns to the front porch being carefully restored ...

The Friends meet on the first Wednesday of each
month  at the Rexford Firehouse, Rt. 146 @ 7:00 pm
Please check www.GroomsTavern.org, or call Dan
@ 399-4338 to confirm

Please send your e-mail address to:
dan@phoenixdigitalservices.com

to be added to the Friends email list, for newsletters and updates

The Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern
would like to thank all of the visitors to the Tavern on
Farm Fest weekend, and also a great big Thank
You to all members who volunteered their time to be
at the Tavern and show people around.

Also, Thank You and Welcome to all new
members who joined in the past 3 months, we look
forward to your help and participation.
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Any corrections, comments or suggestions regarding the newsletter and web site, please contact Dan Cole at:
824 Riverview Rd Rexford NY 12148 - e-mail dan@phoenixdigitalservices.com

The walls of the Blacksmith Shop contain dozens of chalk inscrip-
tions from newly weds, 1850’s through he 1880’s

As newly elected president of the Friends of
Historic Grooms Tavern, I would like to thank the
past officers and volunteers of the Friends, past
presidents Herman Finkbeiner and Marvin LeRoy,
and  especially Ernie Haffner for the tremendous
amount of work they have done in the past two
years, and especially the efforts of the Town of
Clifton Park officers and employees, without whom
none of this would have been possible...

Thank You All ! ... Dan Cole

Below is a list of items accomplished by the
“Friends” members and volunteers, in the past two
years, with the gracious help of the officers of the
Town of Clifton Park ...

- Cleaned up first and second floor of the Tavern
- Uncovered the "Herring Bone" floor in basement
- Cleaned out first floor and second floor of harness shop
- Instrumental in having electricity turned on in the Tavern
- Instrumental in getting the Town to survey Tavern property
- Prompted the Town to expend funds to implement restoration project
- Responsible for having security light installed on the harness shop
- Created and maintain a photo archive documenting the historic restoration
- Obtained quotes and arranged for replacement of broken window glass and reglazing windows
- Have signed written agreement with Town defining role of Friends in restoration process
- Prompted the Town to remove fuel tanks
- Asked the Town to remove and store old pump from front porch
- Prompted the Town to remove unsafe porch from rear of harness shop
- Prompted the Town to remove unsafe appendage at the Tavern kitchen entrance
- Prompted the Town to remove unsafe appendage on north side of the Tavern
- Obtained info on drilled well on the property
- Initiated plan for landscaping as part of the property use plan
- Officially recognized by NYS Dept. of Education as supporting the Town of Clifton Park

in the restoration of the Tavern
- Initiated a program of paid Friends memberships
- Conducted public presentation of the Tavern restoration status at Clifton Park Library
- Have, for three consecutive years, participated in Town sponsored Farm Fest weekend
- Responsible for sign at the Tavern
- Responsible for having banners displayed outside the Tavern on 4th of July, and other occasions
- Recently announced the completion of Phase II of the restoration, including new roof and front porch
- Created a quarterly newsletter, the Grooms Tavern Gazette, and a web site, www.groomstavern.org,

to post history, updates and calendar events
- The Friends are active, professionally oriented, financially self sustaining body

offering the services of a dedicated Board of Directors

Next meeting of the Friends of Historic Grooms Tavern: Wednesday December 4th, 7 pm, Rexford Firehouse


